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A visit to Olney 

 

If you had always lived in Africa 
what would your impression of 
Olney be? 

Claire (nee Lintern) and 
Mahmoud Tarawally visited the 
UK this summer, luckily in 
August when the weather was 
being a bit kinder than in July.  
Obviously Mahmoud found it 
COLDð and so did Claire! - but 
what else surprised him?  

Read our exclusive interview on 
pages 2 and 3 
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Olney or Newton? 

Mahmoud answers Claire Tarawallyôs questions in August 2016 
 
Mahmoud and I have been visiting Olney since the end of July. For me it was a 
delight to return to my home again and see friends and family, for Mahmoud it was 
the first chance to see where I was brought up. He has spent the last 3 years 
showing me his culture, now it was my turn!  
Towards the end of our stay we asked him some questionsé. 
 
What have you found most enjoyable?  
The sightseeing as history, the different vegetation and time to walk around as we 
donôt get that in Sierra Leone. The even distribution of shops and markets has 
really impressed me. The fact you can sit in your own home and purchase things to 
be delivered. Having 24 hour power and water supply and that is also evenly 
distributed. Flowers are all over which is never done at home, and I wish our 
people would think about it more. The transport system in London especially the 
underground and how fast you can get from one place to another. Variety and 
abundance of foodðpizza is one of my favourites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What have you found most confusing? 
The road network and driving on the right. The shopping system - not using cash 
you hardly see money passing from one person to another so it is difficult to keep 
track of the cost of things 
First impressions?- The setup of the airport, the immigration system being well 
organised. The cleanliness and upkeep of the country. 
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What has left a lasting impression?  
The constantly changing weather, and the length of the day as at home night 
begins soon after 7pm and day begins 7am throughout the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think is done better in Sierra Leone? 
Social interaction. There we greet everyone which is not done here. Friends have 
made me feel very welcome butééé. 
When we went to a social event here I was really surprised at how friendly 
everybody was, it was fantastic! That changed my perspective on the interaction as 
I now appreciate how it happens with the way you live your lives.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will you miss? 
Food, power, water and the fact we donôt have to carry water from the well to the 
house is what will be missed!! I will certainly miss cake! Oh, and the ease of 
transport and how quickly you can move from place to place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mahmoud and I would not have had the fantastic time we did without the generosity 
and love of my parents Rachel and Brian. And to see so many friends old and new 
will stay with us forever. All both of us can say is THANK YOU and how much we 
will miss you. 
Claire and Mahmoud 
 

(Thank you Claire and Mahmoud. We miss you too! JH) 


